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Happy New Year
From the staff of The Weekly Challenger

Is Kwanzaa Still Celebrated?

BY KHANA A. RILEY
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG - Beginning on Dec.
26 and ending on Jan. 1 Kwanzaa makes its
annual declaration.Celebrated for eight days,
Kwanzaa’s historical values hold the purpose
of celebrating African pride, family and
community empowerment. This question has
arisen however: Is Kwanzaa still celebrated?
Kwanzaa, originally created by Maulana
Karenga has a theme for the 2011 celebration.
The theme of “Sharing and Sustaining the
World” is ironic as Kwanzaa’s cultural
relevance is being questioned. In a personal
message from Mulana Kalenga he speaks to
the theme and also redefines each principle.
The first principle Umoja means Unity.
Kalenga comments in his message, “It
[Umoja] urges us to practice a principled and
peaceful togetherness rooted in mutual
respect, justice, care and concern, security of
persona and equitably shared goods.” The
second principle is Kujichagulia, which means
Self-Determination. Karenga comments, “It
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[Kujichagulia] instructs us to assert ourselves
in self-defining and dignity-affirming ways
in the world, and to create the miracles,
monuments and meaningful relationships and
achievements we want in our lives.”
The third principle is Ujima, which is
Collective Work and Responsibility. He
comments, “This principle teaches us that we
must build the good and sustainable communities, societies and world we all want and
deserve to live in and leave to those after
us.” The fourth principle, Ujamaa, means
Cooperative Economics. This principle speaks
to, “the reaffirmation of the ethics of the
harvest, shared work and shared wealth. It
teaches us to privilege the poor and vulnerable, while we uphold the right of all people to
live lives of freedom, dignity, well-being and
on-going development,” says Karenga.
The fifth principle is Nia, meaning
Purpose. “It teaches us to embrace and
respond creatively to the collective vocation

KWANZAA

continued on pg. 6

Gibbs Class Of 1966
Celebrates 45th Reunion
ST. PETERSBURG - The Gibbs
graduating class of 1966 celebrated its
45th reunion in grand style. The
reunion festivities commenced with a
six-day cruise aboard the Carnival
“Freedom.” Thirty class members,
family and friends sailed the Caribbean
with stops in Key West, Grand Cayman
and Ochos Rios, Jamaica. The group
enjoyed the ports, the days at sea and a
cocktail party on Friday evening.
The festivities continued with the
2nd Annual Gibbs Holiday Party at the
National Guard Armory on December
23rd. The event co-sponsored by the
Gibbs Classes of 1965, President Mel
Williams; 1966, President Eugene
Roberson; and 1967, Jessica Isidore.
The party was attended by more than
400 people. Music was provided by DJ
Glen Baker.

Saturday, Dec. 24, the class held its
business meeting on the downtown
waterfront at the Hangar Restaurant &
Flight Lounge at the Albert Whitted
Airport. The agenda included election
of new officers, acceptance of class bylaws and the proposed Class of 1966
Gibbs Spirit Scholarship. The scholarship will be awarded annually to two
Gibbs graduating senior who are
descendants or relatives of someone
who graduated from Gibbs in the
1960s. Newly elected class officers are
Gwendolyn Reese, President; Jacob
F u l l e r, Vi c e - P r e s i d e n t ; C y n t h i a
Thomas, Secretary; and Priscilla
Williams, Treasurer. The newly elected
president made a special presentation

GIBBS

continued on pg. 6
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
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The Importance Of A
Good Foreign Policy/Strong Defense
BY HARRY C.
ALFORD
NNPA
COLUMNIST
The other day
Vice President Joseph Biden said in an
interview that “The Taliban is not our
enemy”. We have been in Afghanistan
since 2001 and everyday we have been
fighting the Taliban along with Al
Qaeda. If the fighting Taliban is not our
enemy than who is? Fortunately,
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and
President Barack Obama know much
better. This brings up a very important
point. It is crucial to our national
security to have a solid strategy and
observation when it comes to foreign
affairs. That, plus a strong defense, is
essential to America remaining strong
and free. Let’s take a look at a few
examples that historically got us into
serious trouble.
After World War I, we became isolationist. We wanted no part of any
conflict in the world and our policy
became laissez-faire. Also, we put little
money in our Department of Defense.
As a result Germany and Japan saw an
opening to conquer the entire world.
Germany invaded nation after nation

and we just sat there as if they would
never look our way. Japanese spies
visited our army bases and saw our
troops having fighting drills with
broom sticks because there was no
money to buy our troops rifles. They
reported back to their superiors that we
were totally weak and would immediately surrender under fierce attacks.
Thus, one morning we woke up to the
bombing of Pearl Harbor and the
invasion of friendly nations throughout
Asia and the Pacific. Germany was
now warring with all of our allies in
Europe and we would be next. World
War II had begun because of our sloppy
foreign policy.
Fortunately, we got out of this big
jam through our industrial might. We
converted our massive auto industry
into a military machine. We put out
2,000 ships per year along with 9,000
planes along with other military essentials. We supplied our troops as well as
the troops of England and the Soviet
Union all at the same time. In the end,
we got out of this and became a world
power.
A few years after the war, we
would repeat the same mistake. The
communist powers, China and the
Soviet Union, had its eyes on the

Korean Peninsula . Korea was divided
into a communist North and a quasidemocracy South. We felt the North
would never become aggressive and
forbade the South from adequately
building up its army and started to
decrease the funding of our own
defense. All the while, the Soviet
Union was stocking the North in preparation of invasion. Soon, they invaded
the South and the Korean War was on.
We miscalculated China coming in and
slaying many of our troops. We settled
the conflict with an armistice. For the
second time in our history we had a war
without victory but a settlement (the
first was the War of 1812). Today, the
tension on the Korean Peninsula
remains the same.
Then came the debacle of Vietnam
. It started back in the 1920’s. The hero
of Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh, approached
President Woodrow Wilson to mediate
between the people of Vietnam and the
French colonialist. Wilson was a bona
fide racist and would not give five
minutes to the upcoming hero as he was
brown and Asian. In fact, no European
nation paid him any attention. He
finally got attention from the Soviet
Union . Thus, the future liberator
became a recipient of communist

funding and had to sing their “song”.
Vietnam ran the invading Japanese
troops out at the end of World War II;
overthrew the French colonialists and
eventually would defeat the mighty
United States . It was our first and only
defeat in history. We left Vietnam on
the run.
We haven’t learned much from the
above errors. The Middle East and
lower Mediterranean are starting to
boil. We don’t know how to get out of
Afghanistan and probably left Iraq too
hurriedly. Iraq is about to go into civil
war; Afghanistan will as soon as we
leave there; and we don’t know where
Egypt, Libya, Syria and others are
headed. All the while, Iran who hates
us immensely based on our foreign
policy against them for decades is
fanning the “flames” whenever it can.
We need a sound foreign policy.
One last thing. We have a CIA
(Central Intelligence Agency) that is out
of control and hurts our foreign policy.
The movie, Colombiana, illustrates just
how out of control the CIA is.
Remember, there wasn’t an opium
poppy growing in Afghanistan when
we went in. Today, the nation is the
drug capital of the world. It isn’t a coincidence. It needs to be checked.

A New Year Resolution For Consumers:
Say ‘No’ To High-Cost Lending
BY CHARLENE CROWELL
NNPACOLUMNIST
The New Year’s tradition of
making resolutions is sometimes an
opportunity to turn dreams into specific
goals and efforts - like losing pounds
gained during holiday excesses. When
it comes to financial matters, now is a
perfect time to also assess lending
habits and ways to develop greater
financial security. In a downturned
economy, where jobs are scarce and
dollars are short for many Americans,
learning how to keep a greater portion
of your monies is a resolution worth the
effort. If changes in consumer financial
habits can begin in the New Year,
chances are there will be a big and
better difference by this time next year.
These changes can especially
benefit consumers with modest
incomes as well as those living on governmental assistance and fixed
incomes. In fact, the fewer the financial
resources, the more important it
becomes to avoid high-cost lending and
derive greater use of your own money.
For example, if your bank has
begun to charge service fees for

checking accounts, review the fine print
that announced those changes. Payroll
direct deposits or maintaining
minimum balances may be available
options that could spare consumers
pesky monthly fees. If you earlier opted
in for overdraft coverage, now is a great
time to opt out of it and the accompanying average cost of $34 per transaction.
Surveys have shown that the vast
majority of consumers would prefer to
have a transaction declined rather than
incur these fees.
If your bank does not currently
offer these kinds of cost-savings
options, it might be time to shop around
with area competitive banks or credit
unions. As non-profits, most credit
unions offer lower rates than commercial lenders. Lower rates and fees
translate into significantly cheaper
financing costs for major purchases
such as homes and vehicles.
Although bank and credit union
accounts are widely used, approximately nine million Americans have no bank
account at all, according to the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation. FDIC
estimates that one in five black households is unbanked and relies upon

fringe financial services to transact their
personal business. A sure way for these
consumers to begin building savings
would be to avoid fee-based and high
costs of check-cashing services, prepaid debit cards as well as payday and
car title loans.
Typically, check-cashing services
charge a percentage of the check being
cashed. As an example, if a Social
Security check of $1,000 is cashed at a
cost of $24.75, in a year’s time, the store
will take $297 from the recipient. Even
with a bank account monthly service
charge, the recipient would keep more
of their money. If a bank or credit union
charged $7.00 per month for an account
or $84 per year, the difference the
consumer would keep is $213. That
amount of money could be better used
for utilities, groceries or even savings.
Pre-paid debit cards, a growing
financial product may also be a more
expensive way to transact personal
business as well. Whether offered
online or from a growing list of major
retailers, pre-paid cards frequently
come with multiple costs.
Beyond converting money into
plastic, activation fees are often
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charged. If ATM use is allowed, additional costs may be incurred for using
these conveniently-located machines.
Further, if a consumer wants to ‘reload’ the card once original funds have
been depleted, another fee could kick
in. In short the fee totals deny
consumers full use of their own money.
Perhaps the highest cost of fringe
lending occurs with payday and car title
loans. Each year, the 12 million
Americans using payday loans
generate $4.2 billion in fees alone.
According to research by the Center for
Responsible Lending, most payday
customers borrow an average nine
loans per year at 400 percent interest; 76
percent of these loans represent repeat
borrowing on the same principal.
The 17 states and the District of
Columbia that have enacted a doubledigit rate cap on payday loans have
together saved their consumers $1.4
billion in fees. While the legislative
battles over these high-cost loan
products continue, right now every
consumer can say no to high-cost
lenders. It is one time when saying ‘no’
will mean ‘yes’to improving your own
financial future.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity-Eta
Community Spotlight
Rho Chapter Pathfinders
By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Food Service Workers,
Students, Mothers, Friends

Erica Satchell, Sherri Kikly and Emily Washington

Try the food at a certain south St. Petersburg
restaurant late at night, and you will probably meet
Emily, Erica, and Sherri. Two of them will greet you
and place you at a table or booth of your choice. One
of them will prepare your meal with special care and
proudly send it out to you. Together, they have over
35 years of experience as waitresses and a cook in
local restaurants. And, fortunately for restaurant
patrons, they have a special love for what they do.
Moreover, they are especially good at doing it.
Sherri got started as a waitress more than 20 years
ago. After graduating from Dixie Hollins High School,
she moved to Colorado and met the man of her dreams.
The couple became the parents of two boys and a girl.
All went well until their seven-year-old daughter was
struck by a car. It was devastating for all of them, and
the family experienced a painful downward spiral.
Now years later, they have recovered to the point of
continuing their lives. The boys are succeeding in
school and Sherri has returned to St. Petersburg College
to work toward a degree in journalism.
“It’s amazing how I got started as a cook,” relates
Sherri, “I was actually a waitress at the time. One day,
when nobody showed up to cook, I went into the
kitchen. I really enjoy cooking, and I make good Italian
foods. My mother and brother express themselves with
drawings and paintings; my artwork shows up in food.”
Sherri writes poetry, loves to read and has
plans to write a book someday.
The bubbly personality is a special characteristic
of Erica, a native of Sacramento, CA and mother of a
six-year-old child. “I came to St. Petersburg for the
first time when I was 13,” said Erica. Before she
graduated from high school, she was moved to
Gainesville, and then back to St. Petersburg. Anxious

to get out of school, she took the GED examination at
Tomlinson Adult Education Center and received her
diploma. Erica grew up in the foster care system, but
she does not see herself as a sad story. The circumstances of her upbringing are just a part of her life. “I
am just a happy person; I am a clown and I cannot
help it,” said Erica. After submitting applications in
various retail stores without success last April, she
was able to get a job as a waitress. Right away, she
realized she enjoyed it. “As a child, Erica confided, “I
wanted to be a teacher or a dentist. When I went to
school to study dental hygiene, I learned that I did not
like dentistry at all. Now, I am studying at PTEC for
certification as a pharmacy technician.
As Erica recalled, “Christmas day was quite interesting. People wanted special dishes. Acouple of kids
waited for an hour while the cook made a fresh pan of
apple crisp. They really wanted that dessert! Aspecial
surprise was the $50 tip from one diner. Wow!”
“Christmas Eve was the busiest day that I have had
since I have been working here,” said Emily
Washington. Awaitress for more than 10 years, Emily
and her coworkers saw the day’s business triple the
business of a year ago. It was astounding!
The St. Petersburg native is a graduate of Boca
Ciega High School. She was not focused on education
before her high school graduation, but her parents had
other plans. She attended Bethune Cookman
University for a couple of years, and then returned
home to work awhile and save. Emily quickly
immersed herself in local activities with friends and
family, and college was soon pushed aside. Today, as
she guides her own children in getting an education,
she is again having thoughts of completing college.
With the economy so uncertain at this point, she
realizes that a specific plan may take a while.
Meanwhile, she will continue to work and serve a
bit of cheerfulness with each meal. “I enjoy being
around the people. They inspire me. I take a lot of what
is said to me as a way to improve my life, especially
about children. When a customer has enjoyed the
dining experience, it gives me a special feeling.”

Youth Exploration Day

Brothers James Jackson, Jr., Roderick Green, and Myron Mills interact with Pathfinders.

BY TOM PACKER
SPECIALTO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG –
During the month of December
the men of Eta Rho Chapter,
under the leadership of Basileus
James Jackson, Jr. and Pathfinder
Committee Chairman, Myron
Mills, provided for a unique
learning experience that afforded

the young men the opportunity to
learn city farming techniques.
The students were from the local
middle schools and enjoyed
working in a one to one relationship with Omega Men. The
outdoor classroom sessions
required pathfinders to learn
potting and re-rooting methods
with each apprentice having to
complete an assigned task. Under
th e g u i d a n c e o f B r o t h e r

Mordecai Walker, the chapter’s
horticulture instructor, each
young man was given the opportunity to experience what the land
had to offer. The chapter has
witnessed a marked increase in
positive attitudes by the youth,
attributed to the close one-to-one
relationships. Eta Rho Chapter
makes a concerted effort to match
each youth to a mentor for the
day.

Pinellas County Urban League
Guild’s Christmas By The Bay
ST. PETERSBURG – The
Pinellas County Urban League
Guild is the fundraising,
community awareness auxiliary
of the Pinellas County Urban
League. On Dec. 22, the Guild
held its Annual Christmas Party
at the beautiful Isla Del Sol
Yacht and Country Club. The
gala was to welcome and thank
the many supporters of the Guild
for their commitment to helping
others of the citizenry that are
less fortunate. Guests were
treated to an evening of dining
and entertainment that was
second to none. Dr. Yvonne
Williams, the Guild’s president,
was awarded the Smith-Milton
Award for her many years of
dedicated service. Dr. Williams
gave credit for the Guild’s
success to the Urban League
Administration and Board of
Directors as well as her dynamic

L-R, UL Board member Alvin Nesmith, UL Guild President Dr.
Yvonne Williams, UL Board Member Myrtle Williams, UL
Board Member Dr. Frank Biafora

committee of volunteers. Dr
Williams stated that with the
success of 2011, she looks
forward to 2012 being an excep-

tional year in the recruitment of
new volunteers to aid in the
continued growth of the Guild’s
membership.

Gibbs Class Of ’68 Hosts
Holiday Extravaganza

ST. PETERSBURG Each year the Gibbs Class of
1968, Inc. hosts its annual
Holiday Extravaganza at the
historic St. Petersburg
Coliseum. This year’s event

was held on Christmas Eve
with over 1100 in attendance.
Funds generated by this
event support the many charitable donations and scholarships the class gives to the

community annually. The
Gibbs Class of 1968, Inc.
thanks all attendees and wellwishers in the community for
their continued participation
and support.
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New Year Resolutions
Our holiday celebrations
are winding down and 2012 is
on its way. We will, once again,
gather with friends and family
to toast the New Year and
proclaim our resolutions. So
often these resolutions involve
losing weight, eating nutritious
foods and exercise…taking
care of ourselves and our
families. With a few days left
before we resolve to make the
world a better place, consider
children in foster care who
need homes. Their wish for
2012 is to wake up in a home
where someone says, “I love
you.” The beautiful children
below are living right here in
our community. They belong to
us. They are our responsibility.
Please take time to read about
them. Visit our Heart Gallery
website www.heartgallerykids.org
and make a commitment to
take that first step toward
adoption. You will be on your
way to change a life forever.
Your own life will be changed
and your New Year vow to
make the world a better place
will be fulfilled!

Jonathan is a joyful child
who likes to keep busy and
watch the Cartoon Network or
play video games. He loves to
eat cheeseburgers and play on
the computer. Jonathan wants
his forever family to know that
he is a nice boy. He is a very
engaging child with an infectious smile!

William
Born 9/18/1996
William is somewhat shy
and reserved, but his enthusiasm becomes apparent when
the subject of animals comes
up. He loves all sorts of
creatures, so his affection for
animals may one day lead to
his owning a p et s t o re.
William’s perfect day would
involve attending Islands of
Adventure, Busch Gardens and
Walt Disney World, riding as
many rides and playing as
many games as the time
allowed.

Jonathan
Born 7/8/1998

D’Quarian was born
12/9/1996.
He is a naturally outgoing
boy. This funny, sociable,
helpful teen loves to attend
church and sing in the choir.
His perfect day would be:
“Anything with my adoptive
family; I want nothing more
than to be adopted.”
Chasmen
Born 11/4/1995.
He says he is a Jokester, but
values someone who is strong
and not a follower. Chasmen
describes himself as a dependable friend and someone who is
nice and funny. He wants a
mom and dad who won’t give
up on him Chasmen’s perfect
day will be the day he finds his
forever family.

Clarence

Davonte
Born 7/2/1998
Davonte enjoys sports,
playing video games, listening
to music, and most of all both
fresh and salt water fishing. He
would like to play baseball or
football, or be a part of SWAT.
While he may seem a bit shy at
first, Davonte makes a great
fishing buddy and really opens
up to people when he shares
this favorite pastime with them.

D’Quarian and Chasmen

Wyatt
Born 12/3/1995
Wyatt is a self-proclaimed
“King of Video Games”. He
would like to be a video game
inventor when he grows up. He
loves Electronic Battleship,
Nerf games, but also likes to
draw and write stories. Wyatt is
a smart, outgoing, typical teen
who will tell you everything he
knows about a subject. He
would like for his prospective
parents to be respectful and
young.

Special Rates
Apply to Early

Born 1/12/1995
Clarence wants to be a professional football player. He is a
typical teenager who enjoys
listening to Rap music. He stays
busy playing and watching
football on ESPN. In school his
favorite subject is Science.
Clarence is very calm and polite
and a genuinely cool kid.

Davion
Born 2/12/1998
Davion enjoys riding a bike
and playing video games. He

loves sports, especially basketball and football. His perfect
day would be not going to
school and playing video
games. Davion hopes for a
patient, active family with
brothers and sisters. He says, “I
am an honest person, who is
kind and caring.” Davion wants
you to know that he has waited
a long time for a forever family.

Gwen
Born 3/19/1994
Gwendolyn likes to watch
tele v i s i o n a n d p l a y v i d e o
game s . S h e a l s o e n j o y s
swimming and loves to sing.
Gwendolyn is intelligent and
outgoing. She values trust,
responsibility, respect and
honesty in a friend.
About the Heart Gallery:
The Heart Gallery of
Pinellas & Pasco is a non-profit
organization that promotes the
need for adoptive families for
children in foster care. The Heart
Gallery includes a travelling
gallery and website that
showcase the portraits and
stories of waiting children. Its
pa r t n e r s i n c l u d e E c k e rd
Community Alternatives, dozens
of professional photographers,
big-hearted sponsors and a host
of community volunteers. To
learn about the steps necessary to
adopt and meet all the children
available for adoption, please
visit www.heartgallerykids.org.
About Eckerd Community
Alternatives:
Eckerd Community
A l t e r n a t i v e s , a program of
Eckerd, is the lead agency for
community-based care child
welfare in Circuit 6 and responsible for the safety, well-being and
permanency of more than 3,100
children each day in Pinellas and
Pasco counties. But we cannot do
it alone. More foster and
adoptive homes are needed, especially to care for our African
American children and teens. To
learn more about becoming a
foster or adoptive parent, please
call the Eckerd toll-free recruitment line at 1-866-233-0790 or
visit www.EckerdCBC.org.

HELP WANTED

Reservations!
CALL TODAY!
727-896-2922

News, Copy and On-line Editor
The news and copy editor is responsible for the coverage or
assignment of news in all areas of the paper—municipal, state, or national.
The editor corrects any mistakes and stylizes the articles to the newspaper’s format.
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Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Edition
January 12, 2012
Black History Month Edition
February 16, 2012

High school courses in writing, history, political science, and economics
are vital to a prospective news editor’s position. Since newspaper
editors draw on a great deal of general information,
newspaper editors need a bachelor’s degree in journalism in
another liberal arts field, or the equivalent of training and experience.

For information, send resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Saturday, Dec. 31 - Say goodbye to 2011 and enjoy
breakfast with neighbors! What better way to say goodbye
to 2011 and to be thankful for what we have than to help
those who are struggling in our community. In the tradition
set over 10 years ago by The St. Pete Dream Center, we
will be preparing and serving a free breakfast from 6:30 9 a.m. at St. Vincent de Pauls, 401 15th St. N. It’s the time
of year when we can both celebrate with our neighbors.
For information, call 727-520-1909.
Monday, Jan. 16 - TOBA 32nd Annual MLK, Jr.
Leadership Breakfast, 6:45 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Speaker: Dr.
Paulette Walker. Location TBA. Contact: 813-874-ToBA
(8622) or visit www.toba-network.org.
Monday, Jan. 16 - 27th Annual National MLK, Jr. Drum
Major for Justice Parade, St. Petersburg. Route Begins:
MLK St. and 3rd Ave. S. Parade (11 a.m.) Route Ends: East
to Vinoy Park. For information call 727-827-8101 or email:
MLKholidayLegacy@gmail.com or visit www.mlknationalparade.orgParade.
Monday, Jan. 16 - Plant City MLK Festival Freedom Walk,
10 a.m. - noon. Location: Samual W. Cooper Park in Plant
City. This free walk promotes health, fitness and reflection,
as we walk around the 11 acre lake. Audio speeches by Dr.
King will be played during the 1st hour followed by jazz
music and open tours of the Bing House Museum. Contact
Samantha McDonald, 813-385-2064 or visit www.plantcitymlkfestival.com.

CLASSIFIED
Invitation for SBE Subcontractor's Quote: We are requesting
quotes from SBE's for the City of St. Petersburg Golf Creek
Stormwater Improvements job. Plans and specs may be examined
at MTM Contractor's office: 6550 53rd street north Pinellas park
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Quotes will be accepted through 1/3/12.
Fax-7272-528-0547.
HELP WANTED AT THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER - Experienced
Advertising Sales Representative. Call the office at 727-896-2922
for more information.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Financial Professional
RoyJames Named To
Prudential Agency Distrubition
Chairman's Council
ST PETERSBURG – Roy
James, a Financial Professional,
in The Prudential Insurance
C o m p a n y o f A m e r i c a ’s
Sunshine State Agency, located
at 4100 Central Ave., was
recently named a member of the
Prudential Agency Distribution
Chairman’s Council. This new
program, established in 2011,
recognizes the prestigious
achievement of top-performing
financial professionals.
Chairman’s Council is
Agency Distribution’s highest
level of recognition for top performers.
This distinguished
affiliation reflects an extraordinary commitment to helping
cl i e n ts achieve financial
security by offering insurance
and financial products that
support their individual
financial goals, whether estate
planning, business needs or

KWANZAA

continued from front page
of restoring to our people the
position and possibilities of
great achievements by doing
good in the world,” Karenga
states. The sixth principle is
Kuumba, which means
Cre a tivity. This principle,
Karenga states, “teaches us the
moral obligation to do always as
much as we can in the way we
can in order to leave our
community more beautiful and
beneficial than we inherited it.”
The final principle, is Imani,
which means faith. Karenga
comments, “Imani assures us
we can truly transform
ourselves and the world, and
insure clean air, pure water, safe
nutritious food for everyone,
and a free, just, secure, dignityaffirming and flourishing life

GIBBS

continued from front page
to past presidents Eugene
Roberson, Brenda Greene and
Jacquelyne Williams in recognition of their service to the class.
M o rris William s was also
honored for serving as class
treasurer for 45 years. Past presidents received engraved gavels

retirement plans.
James, a resident of St
Petersburg, is active with Boys
& Girls Clubs of The Suncoast
and The St. Pete Free Clinic.
He can be reached at
roy.james@prudential.com and
at 727-327-4137.
Prudential Financial, Inc.
(NYSE: PRU), a financial
services leader, has operations
in the United States, Asia,
Europe, and Latin America.
Prudential’s
diverse
and
talented
employees
are
committed to helping individual
and institutional customers
grow and protect their wealth
through a variety of products
and services, including life
insurance, annuities, retirementrelated services, mutual funds,
investment management, and
real estate services. In the U.S.,
Prudential’s i co n i c R o ck

symbol has stood for strength,
stability, expertise and innovation for more than a century.
For more information, please
visit http://www.news.prudential.com.

and future for all the world”.
With the s e v al u es t h at
encourage and inspire a better
you and better future, it’s hard
to understand why some might
think that Kwanzaa has lost its
s tea m. Sc ho l ars m ak e t h e
argument that the cultural traditions and the history of Nguzo
Saba, aren’t passed down as
they used to be. Nguzo Saba
stands for the seven principles
of Kwanzaa and it’s noted that
youth between ages 10 and 21
can’t even recount the principles names in Swahili let alone
in English.
Luckily, communities like
St. Petersburg, keep the
Kwanzaa principles, values, and
traditions alive and well. Join in
the celebration by attending our
local community celebrations.
UMOJA (Unity) was held
Monday, Dec. 26 at the Banyan

Tree Project; KUJICHAGULIA
(Self Determination) was held
on Tuesday, Dec. 27 at Moore’s
Chapel AME Church with
Ceremony Leader, Pastor James
Cleare; UJIMA (Collective
Work and Responsibility) was
held on Wednesday, Dec. 28 at
Vanity and Physiques by
Damon
Reio;
UJAMAA
(Cooperative Economics) will
be held on Thursday, Dec. 29
(TBA); NIA (Purpose) will be
held Friday, Dec. 30, 6:30 p.m.
at Our Brother’s Keeper 2011
Queensboro Ave.; KUUMBA
(C reat i v i t y ) wi l l b e h el d
Saturday, Dec. 31, 6:30 p.m. at
the NAACP Office, 1501 16th
St. South; IMANI (Faith) will
be held Sunday, Jan. 1, 6:30
p.m. at the Enoch Davis Center.
For additional information
contact Raynetta Mobley at
727-820-0240.

and Ms. Williams received a
plaque.
On the evening of the 24th
class members joined others at
the home of Mel (class of ’65)
and Priscilla (class of ’66)
Williams for their annual Open
House. The reunion activities
culminated in worship at historic
Bethel A.M.E. Church, the
spiritual home of four class

members: Lolita Brown, Gary
Miffin, Steve Scruggs, and
Glorious Grant.
The Class of 1966 meets
monthly on the 3rd Saturday at 6
p.m. If you are a 1966 graduate
and would like to become active
with the class, contact the class
president at 727-418-2881 or
gwenreese@tampabay.rr.com.

Roy James

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: biography.com

Otis Redding

Otis Ray Redding, Jr.
(September 9, 1941 – December
10, 1967) was an American soul
singer. Often called the “King of
Soul,” he is renowned for an ability
to convey strong emotion through
his voice. According to the website
of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
(where he was inducted in 1989),
Redding's name is “synonymous
with the term soul, music that arose
out of the black experience in
America through the transmutation
of gospel and rhythm and blues into
a form of funky, secular testifying.”
In addition, rock critic Jon Landau
said in 1967 that “Otis Redding is
rock & roll.” Redding died in a
plane crash at the age of 26, one
month before his biggest hit,
“(Sittin' On) The Dock of the Bay.”
was released.
The sleeve notes accompanying the 1966 Atlantic album “Otis
Blue - Otis Redding Sings Soul.”
written by Bob Rolontz, describe
Redding's early career thus: 'Like
all success stories, it was a long path
for Otis Redding before he first hit
on records. His musical inspiration
was Little Richard, another soul
singer of note. He entered and won

a number of local amateur contests
in his home town of Macon,
Georgia (also the home town of
Little Richard). Redding became
the vocalist with Johnny Jenkins
and the Pinetoppers, a group that
had started to establish itself in
Southern colleges and universities.
An early record that Otis Redding
made with the group, "Love Twist,”
(which was released on Atlantic),
created some regional action. A
long time after that while Redding
was still a member of the group, he
recorded his own song “These
Arms Of Mine” at the end of a
Pinetoppers session.
In 1960, Redding began
touring the South with Johnny
Jenkins and The Pinetoppers. In
addition to singing, Redding also
served as Jenkins' driver since the
bandleader did not possess a
driver's license. That same year he
made his first recordings, “Fat Gal”
and “Shout Bamalama” with this
group under the name “Otis
Redding and The Pinetoppers”
Issued on the Orbit and
Confederate record labels before
being picked up by King.
In 1962, Redding made his
first real mark in the music business
during a Johnny Jenkins session
when, during studio time left over,
he recorded “These Arms of
Mine,” a ballad that he had written.
The song became a minor hit on
Volt Records, a subsidiary of the
renowned Southern soul label Stax,
based in Memphis. His manager
was a fellow Maconite, Phil

Walden (who later founded
Capricorn Records). Redding was
also managed for a brief period by
Walden's younger brother Alan
Walden while Phil was overseas
due to a military draft. Otis Redding
continued to release for Stax/Volt,
and built his fan base by extensively touring a live show with support
from fellow Stax artists Sam &
Dave. Further hits between 1964
and 1966 included "Mr. Pitiful", "I
Can't Turn You Loose,”, "Try a
Little Tenderness" (a remake of the
1930s standard by Harry Woods,
Jimmy Campbell, and Reg
Connelly, later featured in John
Hughes' film Pretty in Pink), "(I
Can't Get No) Satisfaction" (written
by Mick Jagger and Keith Richards
of the Rolling Stones), and
"Respect" (later a smash hit for
Aretha Franklin).
Redding wrote many of his
own songs, which was unusual for
the time, often with Steve Cropper
(of the Stax house band Booker T.
& the M.G.'s, who usually served
as Otis's backing band in the
studio). Soul singer Jerry Butler cowrote another hit, "I've Been
Loving You Too Long". One of
Redding's few songs with a significant mainstream following was
"Tramp," (1967) a duet with Carla
Thomas.
In 1967, Redding performed at
the large and influential Monterey
Pop Festival. His extraordinary
musical gifts were then exposed to
a wider audience.

2012 Ron Brown Scholar
Program To Give $40k Each To
10 African-American Students
WASHINGTON D.C. - The
Ron Brown Scholar Program
seeks to identify AfricanAmerican High School seniors
who will make significant contributions to society.
Applications must excel academically, exhibit exceptional
leadership potential, participate in
community service activities and
demonstrate financial need. The
applicant must be a US citizen or
hold a permanent resident visa
card. Current college student are
not eligible to apply. {more}
Each year a minimum of ten
students will be designated Ron
Brown Scholar and will receive

$10,000 for a total of $40,000. The
recipients may use the renewable
scholarships to attend an accredited four year college or university
of their choice within the U.S.
Ron Brown Scholarships are
not limited to any specific field or
career objective and may be used
to pursue any academic discipline.
More than 250 students have been
designated as Ron Brown
Scholars since the inception of the
program. Scholars are selected in
the spring prior to entering
college. Applications are screened
during the month of February by
program staff. In March, finalists
are invited to participate in a

Call Dianne Speights
Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or
727-866-6621

weekend selection process in
Washington, D.C. at the expense
of the CAP Charitable
Foundation.
Finalists are interviewed by
members of the selection
committee and are expected to
participate in several selection
weekend activities. Winners are
selected on the basis of
their applications, interview and
participation
in
Selection
Weekend activities.
The deadline to apply is Jan.
9. For more details visit:
www.BlackStudents.com/ronbrownscholars.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2011

7

ENTERTAINMENT
FAMU, Tallahassee Film Festival
And Tallahassee Film Society
To Present A Tribute To
African-American Film
TALLAHASSEE - In honor
of Black History Month and in
celebration of FAMU’s 125th
anniversary, Florida A&M
University (FAMU) Lyceum
Series and the Office of Student
Activities in partnership with
the Tallahassee Film Festival
(TFF) and the Tallahassee Film
Society (TFS) present A Tribute
t o A f r ican- Am er ic an F ilm
beginning Feb. 3 through Feb.
29.
“We have been working in
conjunction with several local
groups to not only pay tribute to
a segment of African-American
culture, but to highlight FAMU
alumni and staff contributions
to the entertainment field as we
c e l e b r ate FA M U’s 125th
a n n i v er s ar y,” s aid S ha ron
Saunders, Executive Assistant
for Communications at FAMU
and Tribute to AfricanAmerican
Films
Planning
Committee Chair. “We believe
that we have movies and events
the entire community will
enjoy.”
“Our Mission at TFF is ‘to
nurture all aspects of film
culture and stimulate economic
d e v e lopment,’ ” sa id Lou
Armesto, TFF Board Chair.
“This tribute accomplishes both
by providing exceptional prog ra m m ing f or our loca l
c o m munity and attrac ting
FAMU
alumni
back
to
Tallahassee and their alma
mater. That’s a win-win for
everyone involved.”
The month-long film forum
is full of valuable entertainment. Scheduled events include,
social events, informative
lectures and career development
opportunities such as:

Red-carpet, advance
screening of FAMU alumnus
Will Packer’s upcoming film
“Think Like a Man”,
Writer’s workshop led by
Gregory Anderson, President of
Tri Destined Films,
Lecture entitled “AfricanAmericans and the Oscars:
De ca de s of S t ru g g l e an d
Achievement” by noted author
& Professor Edward Mapp,
whose collection of 1200+
black-cast movie posters resides
in the Archives of the Motion
Picture Academy,
Screenings at All Saints
Cinema of Alley Pat and Dare
N o t Wa l k A l o n e , w i t h
Producer/Editor Tom Roche in
attendance for Q & A,
Screening of the 1926 silent
film, The Flying Ace, sponsored
by the Museum of Florida
History to coincide with their
exhibit from the Smithsonian
Institute’s Air & Space Museum
e ntitle d “Bl ack Wi n g s :
American Dreams of Flight.”
Screening of two recently
released films: Underground, by
Akil Dupont, a Civil War period
film brought to life through
song, and Psychedelic Shack, a
family comedy by FAMU’s own
Professor Kenneth Jones,
Matinee marathons each
weekend at Lee Hall of many of
Americ a’s m o s t n o t ab l e
African-American films
including Cooley High, Do the
Right Thing, The Emperor
Jones, Eves Bayou, Glory,
Imitation of Life, the Jackie
R obinson St o ry, S t o rm y
Weather, Sounder, Shaft, Super
Fly. Each movie will be introduced by a local film enthusiast
or visiting filmmaker who will

put that day’s line-up in context
and share behind-the-scenes
stories about the making of the
movies and the historical period
that influenced the creative
team involved. For added fun,
attendees are encouraged by the
FAMU Pan Hellenic Council to
come to the marathons in a
costume that suits the era of that
day’s films, and finally
Important panel-discussion
scheduled for February 8th at
Turner Auditorium on the TCC
Campus, entitled “Succeeding
in the Film Industry.” The
panelists include Anthony B.
Major, former director/stage
m an ag er/ act o r an d cu rren t
Director of the Zora Neale
Hurston Institute for
Documentary Studies at the
University of Central Florida;
Lewis "Jiggs" Walker, Props
Manager; Melvin Johnson, film
and television Casting Drector;
Val eri e S co o n , P ro fes s o r,
former producer with Harpo
S t u d i o s an d cu rren t F S U
College of Motion Picture Arts
faculty member; Akil DuPont, a
student Emmy-winning short
film director/co-writer;
Rosalind Stephenson, longtime, award-winning publicist;
and Robert Stephenson, hair
stylist for major motion pictures
and personal stylist to Samuel
L. Jackson.
Tickets will be available
online beginning January 16,
2012 or at the door prior to each
event. For more information on
ticket sales, sponsorships, a full
s ch ed u l e an d m o re, v i s i t
www.famu.edu, www.tallahasseefilmfestival.com, www.tallahasseefilms.org or call 850599-3413.

Manners For Musicians
Last week, I came across what I believe to
be an excellent article written by Dr. Mike
Bogel, excerpted from a book that he had in
progress at the time. Bogel happens to be a
columnist for the popular jazz magazine “Jazz
Improv – The Source for Everything Jazz.”
It was a pleasant surprise to read that
someone had taken the time to provide a list
and explanation of “Manners for Musicians Gig Protocol, Ethics, and Guidelines for the
Working Jazz Artist.” A resource article such
as this is long overdue and is a must read for
upcoming jazz musicians. I decided to extract
from his article those points of view which I
believe are important for any jazz musician
trying to obtain exposure, establish his name,
and achieve some degree of credibility.
However, in my present piece I’m not
including all of what Bogel presents, but rather
I’m starting with one area at a time “The
Basics,” and then in future articles cover
Bogel’s other important points of view.
In an effort to be on the same page no
matter how many articles I write on the topic, I
need to clarify Bogel’s above title. This can be
done with brief explanations, such as, when
speaking of “protocol” we’re talking about a
particular procedure; etiquette, a code of
behavior or set of rules, common practice, or
(in essence) an individual’s modus operandi.
If we’re talking about “ethics” our focus is
placed upon principles, morals, beliefs, moral
principles, moral values and/or moral code.
Last but not the least, in his main title are
“guidelines” which tell us the rule, strategy,
plan, guiding principle, procedure or course of
action. I believe I’ve covered just about everything in the title, and can now proceed with a
basic underlying understanding of what it’s all
about.
The following are guidelines for sidemen:
knowing your basics should be as familiar to

you as your name. Arrive early at your gig,
preferably one-hour or more before start time.
By doing so you’ll have more time to remedy
any problems that somehow seem to crop up at
the wrong time. Believe me, if you’re consistent with showing up early for your gigs,
you’re in line to receive more calls. As a
promoter, I personally can’t stand for someone
to consistently make the set just under the time
wire. These negative traits tend to stick in my
mind, and I can name the sidemen guilty of
this practice.
The public is always checking out your
appearance, especially the person hiring you,
therefore, wear the appropriate clothing jacket, suit and tie, trousers and nice shirt,
black pants and white shirt, or all black.
Experienced sidemen don’t have to be told
more than once what the dress code for a particular gig is. Most times, they’ll always have
something in their home closets that will fit the
bill. You should think of your attire as being
part of your overall equipment. Due to the
somewhat relaxed dress code here in Florida,
you might want to dress more “contemporarily
hip.” Then, you won’t be locked in to the
“black and white” box.
In my next article, I’ll cover being
prepared “equipment-wise,” arriving “hungry”
at the gig, “communications,” and (if space
allows) “politics” employed. Hope you find
the information as helpful and as interesting as
I did.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: www. rickgeesjazzjamm.com
or email me at jazzjamm@aol.com. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm, c/o The Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com
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HOROSCOPES

Dec. 29, 2011 - Jan. 4, 2012

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

It is amazing how a big hearted person
like you can button down to the
detailed work when you've got the big
picture still projecting over and over in
your mind. Both the big picture and the
details are important to you this week.
Concentrate on both at the same time.

Use a more diplomatic approach when you
when make constructive comments to others. Your candid attitude is appreciated but
diplomacy will be the key to ironing out the
wrinkles in a delicate situation. Your financial woes that have been preoccupying
your mind will soon be over. Feel good
about the progress you've already made.

It's a great week to tell somebody you
are close to that you love them. Saying
it aloud gives you energy and of
course your designated adoree will be
delighted! Keep the big picture in mind
this week and you'll feel completely
buoyant!

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Self-pity is not your style. It saps your
energy and makes it hard for you to rise
above whatever it is that has been bothering you. Do the usual: consider the unfortunate situation that arises this week as a
learning opportunity? Learn well and move
out into a brighter psychological space.

Hardly anyone alive learns new skills
in an instant so cut yourself some
slack if you feel you've made a beginner's mistake somewhere. Mistakes
are part of the learning process that is
called Life so self-correct and proceed
with happiness.

TAURUS
Love is always a learning experience but
this week think back over past love affairs
and be sensitive to the fact that there is a
special truth you can discern. What you
know about love can be used on someone
rich and powerful this week. Matters of the
heart and matters of the mind harmonize.

GEMINI
Thinking about what to do about your irritable lover? Make appointments that will
create distance between you and those
you are close to especially your sweetheart. Let anyone who wishes to fret be
by his or herself. Spend time with yourself and find pleasant things to occupy
your mind until this week passes.

CANCER
Take some time off for family matters. Work
has occupied too much of your attention.
Family matters are not most in need of your
attention. Your attention is most in need of a
focus on the emotional attachments that
family relationships involve.

LIBRA
It's time to let co-workers and bosses see
your astounding ability to organize tasks and
get a lot of things done with style and grace.
You can dazzle colleagues this week because
things will fall into place easily for you. Use
your ease to do something important.

SCORPIO
Voice your desires to the universe this
week! Articulate your thoughts through
a song a poem a sonnet! You will
cause a stir of stimulation and hope
for those around you. Find a place of
solace where you can meditate and be
in harmony with your true self.

AQUARIUS
A happy week is in store for sociable
souls. Lots of friends and a party or
two or three will keep your energy
bright. Use caution while driving and
watch for a pleasant surprise or two
this week.

PISCES
Your sense of self is feeling unusually
well-defined. And it is causing you to
look as confident as the lion that you
are. People will notice your regal bearing and noble outlook this week.

8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2011

CHALLENGER SPORTS
Chris Mullin Back At Warriors Game
In New TV Role

Chris Mullin

BY JANIE MCCAULEY
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) The friendship of Chris Mullin
and Mark Jackson endured
through their days as high
school stars in Brooklyn, to
their time as teammates at St.
J o h n ’s and then through
lengthy, successful NBA careers
that included a three-season
stint together in Indiana.
That’s why it meant so
much to both men that Mullin
worked with the ESPN broadcasting crew for Jackson’s
coaching debut with the Golden
State Warriors on Sunday night.
Mullin, who addressed players
from his former Warriors
franchise at Saturday’s practice,
joined two more Jackson pals
and former television colleagues Jeff Van Gundy and

Mike Breen to announce the
game against Chris Paul and the
Los Angeles Clippers in the
season opener and Christmas
finale.
``To me it’s fun for that
reason to watch Mark coach his
first game,’’ Mullin said. ``I
would have been watching
anyway. So to come and do it
here and get a closer look, it’s
even better.’’
Van Gundy and Breen
pulled off a remarkable double
dip after beginning their day in
Dallas calling the Heat’s 105-94
win over the Mavericks before
hopping a charter flight to the
Bay Area for the nightcap.
Jackson
insisted
he
wouldn’t get so caught up in the
game and forget to appreciate
those three. He, Breen and Van
Gundy worked their final game
after four years together as
ABC’s top team during the
NBA finals. Van Gundy also
was an assistant coach with the
Knicks when Jackson played in
New York.
``It means a lot. When I’m
sitting there and I see Chris
Mullin sitting at practice,
talking to them, and I’ll look
over and I’ll see Jeff Van Gundy
and Mike Breen, I’m an

emotional guy, I’m a guy that
doesn’t mind shedding a tear,’’
Jackson said before the game.
``It’s funny because when I was
younger I used to look at Dick
Vermeil and be like, `what a
clown.’ But as you get older, I
have an appreciation for it. You
no longer take for granted the
important things _ great friendships, teamwork, togetherness,
your health, your family, things
that really matter.
``I will look at those guys _
and I’m not a coach that’s going
to be caught up in the game _
there will be some time when
I’ll look and be extremely
thankful for the time I spent
with all of them.’’
Mullin, recently enshrined
into the Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame, hadn’t
been at Oracle Arena since
being dismissed as Golden
State’s executive vice president
of basketball operations after
the 2008-09 season. He can see
himself becoming a general
manager again but is enjoying
his TV gig for the time being.
While talking to the
Warriors on Saturday, Mullin
said he wished them luck and
expressed his deep admiration
and respect for Jackson and told

them how they can trust that
Jackson is ``going to do everything he can do to put you in a
position to succeed and
shoulder the burden for them as
much as he can.’’
Mullin believes in Jackson’s
defense-first focus Jackson
guaranteed a playoff berth for
this season and that the Warriors
can still be a high-scoring team
with that approach.
``Mark, with no coaching
experience, there’s been a lot
made about that. But being a
player for so long, a lot of that
will help him. The experience
he needs to acquire, he’ll get
that along the way,’’ Mullin
said. ``We knew each other in
high school, we went to college
together, and through the NBA
we always stayed in contact.
Then we reunited in Indiana,
shoot, 12 years later. We’ve
always been close.’’
After a few minutes
chatting up Jackson near the
bench during pregame warmups
and reflecting on their longtime
friendship and dissecting his
team, Mullin was abruptly
pulled away by a producer.
``I’m on the clock,’’ he said
with a smile as he departed to
start work.

wishes you and yours a

Happy New Year!

Packers Beat Bears
35-21,
Clinch No. 1 Seed
yards for the Bears, who
trailed by only four early in
the third quarter. But Rodgers
drove the Packers for touchdowns on their next three possessions to put the game out
of reach.
Rodgers was 21 of 29 for
283 yards and five touchdowns with no interceptions
when backup Matt Flynn took
over with 7:54 left.
Chicago came into the
game on a four-game losing
streak and beset by injuries.
But the Bears were able to stay
in the game with solid defense
and tough running by Bell,
who started because of injuries
to Matt Forte and Marion
Barber.
With the Bears trailing 143 at halftime, quarterback Josh
McCown found Earl Bennett
wide open for a 49-yard gain
to set up first-and-goal on the
1. Bell fumbled just short of
the goal line on the next play
but offensive lineman Edwin
Williams recovered the ball
for a touchdown.
With the Packers nursing a
f o u r- p o i n t l e a d , a n d t h e
Lambeau Field crowd
nervously quiet early in the
t h i r d q u a r t e r, R o d g e r s
answered by dropping deep
and throwing a rainbow pass
to Nelson, who blew through
the Chicago secondary and
hauled in the ball for a 55-yard
touchdown.
Rodgers then showed his
running ability on the Packers’
next possession, juking his
way between Bears linebackers Brian Urlacher and Lance
Briggs on a scramble. Rodgers
finished the drive with a 7yard touchdown toss to Jones,
giving the Packers a commanding 28-10 lead.’’

Aaron Rodgers

GREEN BAY, Wisconsin
(AP) - Green Bay quarterback
Aaron Rodgers threw five
touchdown passes for the first
time in his career to help the
Packers beat Chicago 35-21 on
Christmas Day, clinching the
No.1 seed in their conference
and knocking the Bears out of
the NFL playoff chase.
Rodgers threw a pair of
touchdowns to Jordy Nelson,
another two to James Jones,
and found tight end Jermichael
Finley for a score as the
Packers also took another
round of bragging rights in the
NFL’s most storied rivalry.
Clay Matthews made a key
first-half interception for the
Packers (14-1), who needed
the win to tie down home-field
advantage in the NFC
playoffs.
The loss eliminated the
Bears (7-8) from playoff contention and put the Atlanta
Falcons into the postseason as
at least a wild card.
The victory was the
Packers’ fourth over the Bears
in 2011. Green Bay beat
Chicago in the 2010 regularseason finale, the NFC
Championship game, and at
Soldier Field on Sept. 25.
Third-string running back
Kahlil Bell rushed for 121

Lions In, Eagles Out, Heading Into NFL Finales

BY BARRY WILNER
(AP) The Lions and Falcons
are in; the Eagles and Bears are
out. Cincinnati is closing in on a
playoff berth, while the Jets and
Raiders need some help.
All part of a wild closing act
to the NFL season.
With one game remaining
before teams hunker down for
their finales next week (Atlanta
at New Orleans on Monday
night), the most notable news
was made by Detroit.
The last time the Lions were
a force, Barry Sanders was in
their backfield. Sanders retired
after the 1998 season, and

Detroit made the postseason the
next year then plummeted to the
bottom of the league. In 2008,
the Lions posted the only 0-16
record in NFL history.
Now, they’re in the chase
for the championship. Their 3810 rout of San Diego secured an
NFC wild card.
``Once you get to the
playoffs, it ’s an y b o d y ’s
ballgame,’’ defensive end Cliff
Avril said. ``The city of Detroit
needs it. They’ve been waiting
on us to win for a while. It’s
such a football town and we
haven’t been winning, so it’s
huge.’’
At 10-5, the Lions join
North champion Green Bay,
West winner San Francisco,
South leader New Orleans, and
the Atlanta Falcons in the postseason parade. Either Dallas or
the New York Giants also will
get there - they meet next
Sunday night at the
Meadowlands in a winner-takeall matchup for the NFC East
title.
The Falcons secured a
playoff spot on Sunday night

when Green Bay beat Chicago
35-21 and eliminated the Bears
in the process.
So if the Cowboys and
Giants, both 8-7, are battling for
the NFC East crown, where
does that leave the Eagles, the
most disappointing team in the
league?
Dreaming of the playoffs.
The team that ``won’’ free
agency after the NFL lockout by
signing such prizes as cornerback
Nnamdi
Asomugha,
defensive end Jason Babin and
receiver Steve Smith needs to
beat Washington next Sunday to
finish at .500. Not much return
on the dollar for Philly.
``If we had gotten into the
playoffs, we would have definitely done some damage,’’
Michael Vick said after the
Eagles (7-8) beat Dallas 20-7 on
Saturday. ``It’s unfortunate we
didn’t. That’s the game of
football. We made some
mistakes early (this season) and
got behind in the win-loss
column. But we’re just happy
we’re finishing strong.’’
Finishing strong but going

to the playoffs: New England,
which won its seventh in a row
by rallying from a 17-0 hole to
beat Miami 27-24. It was the
10th time this season a team has
come back from at least 17
points to win, the most in a
single NFL season.
``All the while, we never
gave up on one another and
never said anything negative to
one
another,’’
defensive
lineman Vince Wilfork said.
``Going down 17-0 is a pretty
big deficit, but once again this
team showed its character.’’
The AFC East champion
Patriots (12-3) would get homefield advantage for the playoffs
by beating Buffalo next
weekend.
Green Bay (14-1) grabbed
the home-field edge in the NFC
with its win over Chicago on
Sunday night.
That’s the simple stuff. As
for the chaotic, well, just one
look at the AFC wild-card race
after Saturday’s results can
make your head spin.
Suffice to say that the
Bengals (9-6) are in control. But

if they lose to Baltimore (11-4),
which needs a victory to clinch
the AFC North over Pittsburgh
(also 11-4), it brings three other
teams into play for the final
AFC berth: Tennessee, Oakland
and the New York Jets.
The Jets (8-7), like
Philadelphia, are one of the
NFL’s major flops this year. For
much of the stretch drive, the
Jets were in charge of the chase
for the second AFC wild card.
They kept messing up, though,
and after Saturday’s ugly 29-14
loss to the Giants, they barely
are relevant.
``We play this game to win
the Super Bowl,’’ star cornerback Darrelle Revis said. ``So
even to be talking about that
excites me, and I think it excites
the team for us to go out there
and try to win the Super Bowl.
That’s what it’s about. It’s not
about nothing else.’’
Unless everyone else in the
AFC wild-card scramble loses,
Revis and company can forget
the Super Bowl this winter.
Among the notable individual performance in Week 16:

Reggie Bush went over
1,000 yards rushing for the first
time in his career, gaining 113
in Miami’s loss to New
England.
The Rams’ Steven Jackson
ran for 103 yards in a 27-0 loss
to Pittsburgh to go over 1,000
on the season for the seventh
straight year.
Seattle’s Marshawn Lynch
scored the first TD rushing
against San Francisco all
season, a 4-yarder. It was the
11th straight game in which he
had a touchdown.
49ers kicker David Akers
set an NFL record with 42 field
goals for the season, including
four in the 19-17 win at Seattle.
Carolina’s Cam Newton
broke Peyton Manning’s NFL
rookie record for yards passing
in a season with 3,893 as the
Panthers routed Tampa Bay 4816.
Denver’s Willis McGahee
joined Ricky Watters as the only
players to reach 1,000 yards
rushing with three teams. He
previously did it with Buffalo
and Baltimore.
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STATE & NATIONAL
New (Technological) Year!
BY CHERYL
PEARSON-MCNEIL
NEW YORK - The
countdown is on.
As we
welcome a brand new shiny
year, I’ve already been pouring
through the magazine articles
that promise me, “A New Year,
A New You!” Here we go –
again. Last year I was
c o n v inced that if Je nnifer
H u d s on could lose we ight
through Weight Watchers, then I
could too. And of course, there
was an “app” to help me with
that. I am not alone in my quest
to find a quick way to a new and
improved way of life – via my
smartphone, according to a
recent Nielsen study.
The State of the Media: The
Mobile Media Report, the latest
of Nielsen’s ongoing smartphone analytics research, tells
us nearly half of all American
mobile consumers (44 percent)
now own a smartphone. Plus,
Nielsen’s recently released State
o f t he A f r ican- Americ an
Consumer Report, confirms 44
percent of all new mobile
phones purchased by blacks are
smartphones, so that now 33
percent, or a whopping 14
million, of us own one.
S mar tphones are those
handheld mobile devices that
allow us to make and receive
phone calls, emails, surf the
web and perform a host of other
activities, depending on just
how “smart” of a model you
own. Regardless of the model
you choose, Nielsen knows that
more blacks prefer an Android
(37 percent) or RIM Blackberry
(30 percent) than the 16 percent
of us who choose an Apple iOS,
otherwise known as the iPhone.
Regardless of the model, we can
download diet plans and fitness
apps with virtual trainers for

practically pennies. Apps are
also available to help with other
popular resolutions (and pretty
much anything else that might
tickle your fancy) like getting
organized, spending less to save
more, learning something new.
And since my quest to be
slim like Jennifer did not make
it past February 1 in 2011, I
decided to get a head start on
things this year. Like a zealot on
a mission, I spent the entire day
after Christmas downloading
new and improved apps in
preparation for 2012. I have my
“to-do list” app all ready to go
and my “new goals” app is
synced with my Outlook
calendar and this time I’m
entering the year of new possibilities armed with a “personal
trainer” app and even a “101
Ways to Be Healthy” app!
Couple those with the apps I
have to stay abreast of my
financial situation and those that
keep my wardrobe organized,
and my home redecorating
projects coordinated for a total
of 49 apps (including those that
come with the phone).
According to Nielsen, I’m overindexing on the apps things,
since most smartphone app
downloaders report having an
average of 33 apps on their
mobile phone (Apple iPhone
app downloaders have an
average of 44 apps, while those
with Android smartphones have
an average of 32). But hey, you
can’t say I’m not ready!
No end-of-the-year column
is complete without a year in
review right? So here’s a smartphone recap for 2011:
Most of the 18 percent of
mobile subscribers who had
smartphones two years ago
were more likely to be male. In
2011, more than half (51
percent) of the 44 percent who

Cheryl Pearson-McNeil

own smartphones are female.
Younger consumers still led
in smartphone penetration. 64
percent of 25-35 year olds and
53 percent of 18-24 year olds
owned smartphones.
In 2009, RIM’s Blackberry
smartphone was the device of
choice (even still the choice of
President Obama). In 2011,
Blackberrys were used by 17
p ercen t o f t h e s m art p h o n e
market.
Apple was the top smartphone manufacturer in the U.S.
with 28.6 percent of the market,
and Android was the most
favored operating system by
manufacturers, with 44 percent
of the market.
The number of smartphone
subscribers using the mobile
Internet has grown 45 percent
since 2010.
Whether you’re a smartphone user or New Year’s
Resolution maker or not, on
behalf of Nielsen I wish you a
safe and Happy New Year. I
look forward to sharing more
exciting information with you in
2012, because – say it with me –
knowledge is power!
Cheryl Pearson-McNeil is
senior vice president of Public
Affairs and Government
Relations for Nielsen. For more
information and studies go to
www.nielsenwire.com

New Study Says
Immigrants Actually Create
More Jobs For Americans
BY STEPHON JOHNSON
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE NEW YORK
AMSTERDAM NEWS
NEW YORK - Despite what
many people think about immigration and jobs in the United
States, immigrants may actually
help create jobs, according to a
new study.
The study, "Immigrants and
American Jobs," conducted by
economist and professor
Madeleine Zavodny on behalf of
the American Enterprise Institute
and the Partnership for a New
American Economy, analyzed
the relationship between
the foreign-born workforce
and the employment rate for
natural-born American workers.
The report focused on two
groups that policymakers and
employers call critical to the
economy: foreign-born adults
with advanced degrees and
foreign workers here on

temporary employment visas.
According to the study, in
both cases, more foreign-born
workers meant more jobs for
Americans-with almost 262
more
native-born
workers
employed for every 100 foreignborn workers with advanced
degrees who work in science,
technology, engineering or math,
often referred to as the "STEM"
fields.
The report also analyzed the
fiscal impact of foreign-born
workers and found that, on
average, all immigrants pay
more in taxes than they receive
in benefits-particularly highly
educated immigrants
"This report adds important
evidence to the case that economists have been making for
years: that identifiable categories
of immigrants unquestionably
give a lift to native employment," said Zavodny, an
economics professor at Agnes
Scott College. "But I hope it's not

just economists who take notethe study offers insight for legislators who need to know what's
at stake in immigration policy."
According to the study,
adding 100 workers in the H-1B
visa program for skilled
workers results in an additional
183 jobs for native-born
Americans, while adding 100
workers in the H-2B program for
less skilled, nonagricultural
labor resulted in 464 more jobs
for U.S. natives.
Based on the data, the report
called for several legislative
proposals that Zavodny said
would create more jobs for
Americans: give priority to
foreign workers who earn
advanced degrees from U.S. universities, particularly those who
work in STEM fields; increase
the number of green cards for
highly educated workers; and
make temporary visas for both
skilled and less skilled workers
more available.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Send Notices Or Information About
Future Community Events To editor@theweeklychallenger.com

Congresswoman Wilson
To Introduce Federal
Anti-Hazing Bill In January
WASHINGTON, DC –
Rep. Frederica Wilson (D-Fla.)
announced today that she plans
to introduce a federal antihazing bill when Congress
reconvenes in January. A
staunch fighter of bullying and
hazing during her career as a
school principal and school
board member, Rep. Wilson
decided that action is needed at
the federal level to combat
hazing incidents like the tragedy
that claimed drum major Robert
Champion’s life at Florida
A&M University in November.
“Hazing is demeaning,
dangerous, and, sadly, deadly,”
said Rep. Wilson. “It’s time that

we put an end to this horrible
and humiliating ritual once and
for all, so that no more students
suffer the way that Robert and
others have.”
Rep. Wilson fought hazing
throughout her four-year reign
as the South Atlantic Regional
Director for Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, the first sorority
founded by black students on
the campus of Howard
University in 1908. Rep. Wilson
was nicknamed by a Miami
Herald reporter as “THE HAZE
BUSTER” because of her very
public stance to stamp out
hazing on college campuses.
“I am having policy discus-

sions now with presidents of
historically-black colleges and
universities, band members and
presidents of Greek-letter
organizations so that we will be
able to craft a strong bill for
introduction next month,” Rep.
Wilson said.
Rep. Frederica S. Wilson is
a first-term congresswoman
representing the 17th District of
Florida. She is a former state
legislator and school principal
and the founder of the 5000
Role Models for Excellence
Project, a mentoring program
for young males at risk of
dropping out of school.

State Board Of Ed Approves
New FCAT Scores
BY CHRISTINE ARMARIO
AP EDUCATION WRITER
MIAMI (AP) - The state
Board of Education approved a
new set of passing scores for
Florida’s standardized test on
Monday designed to ensure
students are ready for college,
but which could also have the
effect of more students failing.
The board voted unanimously in favor of the new
scores for the revised Florida
Comprehensive Assessment
Test in math and reading during
a conference call. Under the
new scores, the percentage of
students not earning a high
enough score to advance to the
fourth grade or graduate from
high school is likely to increase.
According to state
estimates, the number of
students not passing the third
grade FCAT reading exam required in order to advance to
the fourth grade - would rise
from 16 to 18 percent.
Meanwhile, the number earning
a high enough score to pass the

10th grade exam, required to
graduate, is slated to decline
from 60 to 52 percent.
Barbara Foorman, director
of the Florida Center for
Reading Research at Florida
State University, said the new
scores will help counter a
problem seen in the current
FCAT scoring: High numbers of
students pass in the elementary
and middle school grades, but
then find themselves unable to
pass the high school FCAT
exam.
Increasing the rigor of the
third grade exam, she said, will
help make sure students are
prepared for the content they
encounter in later grades.
``If you have more rigorous
standards in the lower grades, it
puts the attention not just on
passing third grade FCAT, but
on kindergarten, first and
second grade, which is the time
you can have successful remediation,’’ Foorman said.
The immediate effect,
however, could be a significant
increase in the number of

students not passing the test in
the lower grade levels, which
means more students enrolled in
summer remedial education or
being held back at third grade.
The new scores follow the
recommendation Education
Commissioner Gerard
Robinson issued earlier this
month, including a passing
FCAT 10th grade reading score
that is two points higher than
what a panel of education and
community leaders had recommended. Education Department
officials say the raised score will
help reduce the high rate of
students who need to take
remedial education in college,
and note that students can take
the test again if they do not pass
on a first try.
Teachers will also be
affected by the new scoring
system; under a wide reaching
education law passed earlier
this year, their evaluations
will be tied to how much
students a d v a n c e o n t h e
F l o r i d a Comprehensive
Assessment Test.

New Year’s Resolutions For Kids
BYANGELAARDOLINO,
TAMPA - Step One: Make
a Vision Board
• Parents and children collect
and cut out words, images, and
artwork and take pictures of
things they want or wish for.
Divide into categories like
Health, School, Family, Career,
and Life…
• Glue the items on one
board. Be creative and have fun.
Add color, objects or write inspirational words across images.
• Hang the vision board in a
prominent place in their room so
they can reflect on it every
morning before they get up and
every night before they go to bed.
Tuck them in at night by talking to
them about their vision board and
reading a book that may be
related to one of their goals.
• For teenager’s and
parents visit www.goal-settingcollege.com for great ideas on
how to get the most out of your
vision boards.
Step Two: Write down
your goals
• Have the entire family write
down the things they want or
wish for in life. Again, they can
use ideas that reflect Health,
School, Family, Career, and
Life…
• Each family member can
read their list and explain the

items they wrote down translating
them into goals if they need it.
Parents can help children prioritize their list and make suggestions on how to achieve them.
• After the goals are
organized they can start breaking
each goal out to come up with a
plan to achieve them. Let the
children come up with ways to
achieve their goals. Some may
need guidance and be educated
on what their goals may really
entail, however you will be
surprised how much they do
know about things that interest
them.
• Goals may need to be
broken down. For instance if
they say “I want to be rich,” then
this becomes an awesome opportunity to TEACH your kids the
hard work, dedication, education
it takes to reach that goal and to
TEACH what it means to be “rich
and happy”.
Step Three: Celebrate and
Reflect on the Achievements
• Once the first goal is
reached be sure to celebrate this
great achievement! Whether it’s
yours or theirs! Lead by
example and involve them
• Discuss how easy it was to
reach the goal when they took the
time to think about it and work
towards it.
• Make this an annual event
you do together every January.

You can reflect on last year’s
goals which will help make this
year’s goals even easier.
• Encourage older children to
keep a diary and/or blog about
their experience. The more they
write about it the more they learn
how to achieve the goals and
believe in them.
• Hold on for the goal
reaching ride. Once they experience the sense of accomplishment, they will work even harder
to reach other goals.
• Remember there is no better
way to lead a good example and
teach kids about what to do or not
do when they become adults is for
you to include discussion about
your Vision Board and list of goals.
Children thrive on this quality
time with their parents. It gives
them a great feeling of being a part
of “Team Family,” a sense selfworth and confidence. They learn
that they can achieve anything
they put their mind to. Having a
purpose and reaching goals will
help them become happy, independent, successful adults and that
is what we all wish for.
Angela Ardolino is a successful entrepreneur and a leading
parenting and lifestyle expert in
Florida. For more than 20 years,
Angela has been providing
families with smart, healthy and
eco-friendly advice for sustainable living.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

SERVICES
Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

HAS GOD CHOSEN YOU?
SAVED BY GRACE ALONE!
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church, 3647 18th Ave. S. 327-9711
New Girl Scout Troop forming! Call for information.

Visit
Us!

SSTBC.org (website)
WRXB (1590 AM) - Sundays, 11 AM
Sunday Worship - 9:30 AM • Southside Institute of Biblical Studies - Wed. 7:30 PM

Rev. Richard Jackson
and Rev. Henry Payne
Co-Pastors
Women’s Growth Institute
holds Community
Bible Study (CBS)
1st & 3rd Saturdays
Nov. - April 9:30 a.m. - Noon
Studying Ephesians
Childcare available
for ages 2-6
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Our Vision: “Bring about
effective change within the two
mile radius of our church.”
Pastor Louis Murphy and the
entire Mt. Zion Family extend a
special invitation to our friends
and family to participate in our
holiday celebrations.
Wa t c h N i g h t S e r v i c e ,
Dec. 31 at 10.
New Year ’s Day Service,
Jan. 1 at 10 a.m.

Sunday school classes will
start at 9 a. m.
The Children & Youth
Ministries want you to bring
your child to church on Watch
Night for “OLD SKHOOL
PRAY GROUND” from 10 p.m.
– Midnight. Games, Fun and the
WORD for elementary age
students.
Is your child interested in
music? Try our Community
Marching Band and Flag Corp
under the direction of Bro. Deon
Bryant. Contact the church at
894-4311 for more information.

We invite you, your family
and friends to join us for weekly
uplifting and spirit filled
worship services every Sunday,
at 7:45a.m. & 10 a.m. Teen
Services are held every 2nd, 3rd
& 4th Sunday at 10 a.m. in the
Youth Chapel.
Visit us on the web: mzprogressive.org and like us on
FACEBOOK for other ministry
activities and events.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist
Church and School
The
Elim
Seventh-day
Adventist Church is located at
4 8 2 4 2 n d Av e . S . , S t .
Petersburg, Fl. 33711 (at the
corner of 49th Street and 2nd
Ave. South).
RADIO MINISTRY
Tune in to our weekly Radio
Bro a d cas ts : ( 1) This We
Believe, which is aired every
Saturday Mornings from 10:3011 and (2) Hope Faith & Truth,
which is aired each Sunday
Morning from 10-10:30. Both
programs can be heard on Praise
1590 AM and 96.5 FM WRXB,
or on the Web @ www.wrxb.us.
If you have questions about
any of the programs, or would
like to learn more about the

Bible, write to Pastor Jim R.
Davis, 4824 2nd Ave. S. St.
Petersburg, FL 33711.
ELIM
JUNIOR
ACADEMY AND DAYCARE
CENTER
The Elim Junior Academy
and the Elim Child
Development Center are still
accepting students. Our warm
and family friendly environment
will
provide
the
assurance you need to be
convinced that Elim is the
place for your child. Call 727327-8651 today and speak with
our principal, Mrs. Lawanna
McCoy, Ms. Delores Smith, or
visit us at 4824 2nd Avenue,
South, St. Petersburg, 33711.

FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Every Tuesday morning at
10, the Elim Seventh-day
Adventist Church distributes
free food items to the
co m m u n i t y. E v ery o n e i s
welcomed, while the supplies
last. No income verification is
needed, and no one is turned
away while there is food.
HOT LUNCH
Every Saturday afternoon at
1:30 p.m., a Free Hot Lunch is
served to members of the
community. This takes place at
the Church facility. There are no
res t ri ct i o n s as t o wh o m ay
come; the food is free to all who
have needs. Please feel free to
stop by and have a meal with us!

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At
St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Calendar for the Month of
December

D e c . 3 1 - Wa t c h N i g h t
Services at St. John M. B.
Church beginning at 10.
Coming in the Month of
January
Jan. 2 - NAACP
Emancipation Services hosted
by the Greater Mt. Zion
A.M.E. Church-Rev. Brian K.
Brown of St. Mark M.B.
Church is the speaker for the
event.
Jan. 17 - Church OutingTrue Light M. B. Church at
7:30 p.m.
Jan. 25-28 Congress No.
2-Hosted by Southside
Tabernacle Church
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out and

join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to study the
Bible with us and learn
“What Baptists Believe.”
C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcome to join us.
Yo u n g A d u l t M i n i s t r y
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every
Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at
7 p.m.
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